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Motivation:

Technological standards are essential to the proper work of the digital economy. Internet
protocols ensure that the network, consisting of billions of interconnected devices with varying
architectures, can work effectively and smoothly. Safety and quality standards ensure
consumers can expect a minimal quality level from products purchased online, while well-
established payment providers ensure an easy and safe way to pay for those products.
Whereas some standards arise informally in the natural market process, most of them are a
result of an agreement between different stakeholders, meeting within the structures of so-
called Standard Setting Organizations and/or Standard Developing Organizations. Therefore,
to understand internet standards and their impact on the digital economy, it is crucial to
understand the standardization process.

Goal:

The students could approach this topic on both macro and micro level. On the micro level, the
goal would be to analyze the standardization process of one or more relevant standard-setting
or standard-developing organizations. This is to understand how different features of the
process might impact the economic consequences of the standards. On the macro level, the
student would analyse the organizational structure of one or more standard-setting
organizations and its impact on the economic outcomes. In both cases the thesis can be
developed using different tools depending on the preferences of the student, for example, data
analysis of existing or self-collected data, literature review, analysis of formal documents of
standard setting organizations or qualitative methods.
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